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PLAN 590.001 

Roadways for a safer future 

Fall 2019 

 

Time: 1:30 – 2:30 alternate Mondays (see detailed schedule below) 

Location: Bingham 108 (some sessions will be held in Chapin Reading Room, New East) 

Office hours: by appointment only 

Instructors 

Tabitha Combs, PhD – Primary Instructor     

Dept. of City & Regional Planning   

New East 213 

tacombs@live.unc.edu   

 

Wesley Kumfer, PhD  

Highway Safety Research Center 

730 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd, Suite 300 

kumfer@hsrc.unc.edu  

 

Seth LaJeunesse  

Highway Safety Research Center 

730 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd, Suite 300 

lajeune@hsrc.unc.edu  

Course Description 

Ensuring our future transportation system is safe, equitable, and sustainable will require 

leadership from scholars and professionals with a wide range of expertise. This one-credit course 

aims to develop such future leaders by fostering discussion, collaboration, and shared 

understanding across disciplines about critical and emerging challenges in transportation. Using 

a combination of seminars, workshops, and local field trips, we will explore the role roadway 

infrastructure plays in shaping day-to-day life and long-term planning decisions from multiple 

perspectives.  

There are no prerequisites for this course. Any student with an interest in roadway safety, 

transportation, planning, public health, engineering, sustainability, and/or equity is welcome, 

regardless of school, department, or academic background.  

The course meets biweekly (alternate Mondays during Fall 2019). Enrollment in the course for 

both fall and spring semesters is highly encouraged but not required. Course sessions include a 

mix of lectures, discussions, workshops, and field trips.  

The course is designed around a local case study. During the ’19-’20 academic year, we will 

explore the northern half of Chapel Hill’s North-South Corridor, slated to receive Bus Rapid 
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Transit (BRT) service by the end of 2022. Course participants are encouraged to familiarize 

themselves with the N-S BRT project (https://nsbrt.org/) before the start of the course. 

Course Objectives 

Active participants in this course will become familiar with: 

 The language and applications of systems science tools for exploring complex challenges  

 Methods for assessing public health, safety, social, economic, and environmental impacts of 

transportation infrastructure and services (including BRT) 

 Interactions among roadway design, transportation services, and land use 

 Contradictions and challenges in balancing roadway design objectives (e.g., safety, efficiency, 

access, multimodality, pollution, aesthetics, vibrancy; local vs. regional impacts)  

 Means of discussing and communicating the impacts of roadway design to a range of 

audiences 

 The roles played by different disciplines (including but not limited to planning, engineering, 

law, journalism, health, psychology, history) and perspectives in shaping our collective 

understanding of roadway design, use, and culture. 

Materials 

All required materials will be available on Sakai or handed out in class. There are no textbooks 

for this course. 

Course Meeting Schedule 

This course meets on alternate Mondays. Sessions will take the form of either a lecture and 

discussion or an interactive workshop.  

Date Session Topic Speaker/Facilitator Format 

Aug 26 A systems approach to 

transportation safety 

Dr. Wes Kumfer 

UNC Highway Safety Research Center  

Lecture 

Sep 9 Interactive systems mapping 

exercise 

Dr. Rebecca Naumann 

UNC Injury Prevention Research Center 

Workshop 

Sep 23 Equity & public engagement in 

transportation planning 

Dr. Danielle Spurlock 

UNC Dept. of City & Regional Planning 

Lecture 

Oct 7 Field study (meeting location 

TBD) 

Bergen Watterson 

Town of Chapel Hill 

Field trip 

Oct 21 Public health impacts of 

transportation 

TBA Lecture 

Nov 4 Risk assessment and systemic 

safety 

Libby Thomas 

UNC Highway Safety Research Center  

Workshop 

Nov 18 Tying the system together Dr. Tabitha Combs 

UNC Dept. of City & Regional Planning 

Discussion 

Workshops and field trips will be limited to enrolled participants and will take place in Hamilton 

108. Sessions with a lecture format are open to the public. Unless otherwise stated, these 

sessions will take place in the Chapin Reading Room of New East. 

https://nsbrt.org/
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Deliverables & Assessment 

Enrolled participants must submit brief reflections (150-250 words) via Sakai by 5pm on the 

Wednesday following each session. Thus, reflections are due on the following dates: Aug 28, Sep 

11, Sep 25, Oct 10, Oct 23, Nov 6, Nov 20. Grades will be determined based on post-session 

reflections (70%) and in-class participation (30%). 

Readings 

Recommending readings will be posted on Sakai at least one week before each session.  

Course Policies 

The instructors reserve the right to make changes to this syllabus during the course of the 

semester. These changes, should they be required, will be announced via Sakai as early as 

possible. 

Honor code 

“The Honor Code represents UNC-Chapel Hill students' commitment to maintaining an 

environment in which students respect one another and are able to attain their educational 

goals. As a student at Carolina, you are entering a community in which integrity matters--

integrity in the work you submit, and integrity in the manner in which you treat your fellow 

Carolina community members.”  

Cellphones and laptops 

Please turn off or silence your cellphones before entering class. The use of laptops and tablets is 

permitted for note-taking and course-related work only. Other uses of electronic devices in class 

are not permitted. Violations of this policy will be reflected in your course grade.  

Late assignments 

The expected workload for this course is appropriate for a one-credit course. The only 

assignments are brief reflections (150 to 250 words), to be submitted no later than 5pm on the 

Wednesday following each course session. Because these reflections are intended to capture 

your thoughts during each session, and not your recollection of those thoughts, penalties will be 

imposed for late submissions. Late assignments are subject to a penalty equal to 10% of the 

points available for the assignment for every day (or portion thereof) beyond the submission 

deadline. Extensions may be granted under exceptional circumstances. If you are experiencing a 

hardship and cannot submit an assignment on time and would like to negotiate an extension, 

you must contact the instructor via email *before 2pm* on the day the assignment is due.  

Attendance and participation 

This course is built in part around in-class discussion and debate. A high level of in-class 

participation is mandatory. Every student is expected to come to class prepared to engage with 

each other and the instructors in a thoughtful, relevant, and respectful manner. Attendance and 

meaningful contributions to in-class discussions and workshops are critical to your experience 

and your performance in this course. 
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No right or privilege exists that permits a student to be absent from any class meetings, except 

for these University Approved Absences: 

 Authorized University activities 

 Disability/religious observance/pregnancy, as required by law and approved by Accessibility 

Resources and Service and/or the Equal Opportunity and Compliance Office (EOC) 

 Significant health condition and/or personal/family emergency as approved by the Office of 

the Dean of Students, Gender Violence Service Coordinators, and/or the Equal Opportunity 

and Compliance Office (EOC). 

Please communicate with us early about potential absences. Please be aware that you are bound 

by the Honor Code when making a request for a University approved absence. 

Guest instructors 

Guest instructors are essential to this course. You are expected to afford our guest instructors at 

least the same courtesy and attention you would to any other professor. In many cases, these 

experts are volunteering their time to enhance your experience in this course. Disrespect toward 

guest instructors, including but not limited to lack of participation, texting, checking email, 

surfing the web, or engaging in disruptive or distracting behavior, will not be tolerated; penalties 

will be applied to your overall course grade.   

Accessibility resources 

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill facilitates the implementation of reasonable 

accommodations, including resources and services, for students with disabilities, chronic medical 

conditions, a temporary disability or pregnancy complications resulting in difficulties with 

accessing learning opportunities. 

All accommodations are coordinated through the Accessibility Resources and Service Office. See 

the ARS Website for contact information: https://ars.unc.edu or email ars@unc.edu. 

 

 

https://ars.unc.edu/
https://ars.unc.edu/
https://eoc.unc.edu/what-we-do/accommodations/
https://odos.unc.edu/
https://odos.unc.edu/
https://womenscenter.unc.edu/resources/gender-violence-services/
https://eoc.unc.edu/what-we-do/accommodations/
https://eoc.unc.edu/what-we-do/accommodations/
http://catalog.unc.edu/policies-procedures/honor-code/
https://ars.unc.edu/
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=ars@unc.edu



