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PLAN 714 Urban Spatial Structure 

FALL 2020 
Section 001: T/Th 9:45-11:00pm (Remote)  
Section 002: T/Th 3:00-4:15pm (Remote)  

 
 
Professor: Mai Thi Nguyen 
Office: https://unc.zoom.us/my/mainguyen 
Office Hours: Th 11:00am-12pm and by appointment (email me) 
Email: mai@unc.edu 
 
Teaching Assistants: 
Jo (Joungwon) Kwon 
Office: https://unc.zoom.us/my/jokwon2020 
Office Hours: by appointment (email me) 
Email: jokwon@live.unc.edu 
 
Atticus Jaramillo 
Office: https://unc.zoom.us/j/2490862777 
Office Hours: by appointment (email me) 
Email: atticusa@live.unc.edu 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 
PLAN 714 is a core course within the City & Regional Planning Department at UNC-Chapel Hill. This course will 
provide planning students a foundational understanding of the spatial arrangement of cities. It will examine the 
history of spatial planning from the early 19th century to today, the processes that shape growth and development, 
and the major socio-politico-economic factors that influence the social and built environments within cities.  This 
course will introduce the major theories, models, and methodological approaches that planners use to explain the 
function and structure of urban areas.  This course also takes a critical urban planning approach that examines 
institutional and structural racism that planning has played in shaping the physical and social structure in the cities 
in the U.S. 
 
PLAN 714 is organized in four parts. The first covers the history of urbanization—from early origins to the 
contemporary economic and demographic trends—and presents an overview of urban spatial structure over time.  
The second part covers the essential theoretical tools, including critical race theory, that explain the location of 
people and firms across space, which in turn influences the spatial and economic relationships within cities and 
metropolitan areas. The third section focuses on laws, policies, institutions and actors that influence inequality 
within the social and built environments. The final section offers some innovations in planning and public policy 
that seek to dismantle racism and structural inequality.  Full disclosure: I am a housing scholar, so this course will 
draw from housing scholarship, however can be applied to other specializations within planning. 
 
The topics covered in this course are essential for understanding the forces that have shaped the development of 
modern metropolitan areas. They also constitute a basis for defining and understanding the role of planners. The 
focus of the course is primarily the United States, although the course also focuses attention on the challenges of 
urbanization in the developing world. 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES  
 
By the end of this course, students should be able to:  
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● Identify and assess the importance of major social, political and economic forces that have shaped urban 
spatial development of cities in the U.S. and elsewhere; 

● Understand descriptive and prescriptive approaches for examining urban form and function; 
● Formulate and evaluate current policy and planning challenges affecting U.S. urban areas and the extent to 

which they ameliorate or exacerbate inequality; 
● Understand the major historical epochs in planning and the ways they attempted to shape the design and 

function of cities; 
● Have a broad understanding of planning issues outside a student’s specialization area; 
● Formulate questions for in-depth exploration in subsequent courses and research; and 
● Use a racial equity lens to examine planning problems and solutions. 

 
COURSE FORMAT  

Tuesday courses will be dedicated to lectures and discussion led by the instructor. Key concepts, theories, and 
practices related to urban spatial structures will be covered. 

Thursday courses will include 30-minute student led discussion of readings and bring in examples, small group 
discussions, activities, and multi-media presentations. 

Recitations and Labs will be led by the Teaching Assistants. Recitations will have a mix of activities including 
watching and discussing relevant films.  Labs will be reserved for assisting with the course assignments.  For a full 
schedule, see below. 

COURSE WORK OVERVIEW & GRADING 

Assignment #1 Lead Discussion 10% 
Assignment #2 Demographic and Spatial Analysis of a Segregated City  20%  
Assignment #3 How does Planning and Policy Shape City Form: A Socio-Political-

Historical Analysis 
30% 

Assignment #4 StoryMap + In-Class Presentation 30% 
Class Participation
  

Being prepared by reading the material, engaging in discussion, and 
offering thoughtful comments stemming from reading the material 

10% 

           
RECITATIONS & LAB  
Fr 9:00AM - 10:00AM (Recitation) 
Fr 10:15AM - 11:15AM (Lab) 
 
READING MATERIAL  
Books to Buy:  
Trounstine, Jessica. 2018. Segregation by Design: Local Politics and Inequality in American Cities. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press. 
Rothstein, Richard. 2017. The Color of Law: A Forgotten History of How Our Government Segregated America. 
First edition. New York London: Liveright Publishing Corporation, a division of W. W. Norton & Company. 
 
 
HONOR CODE  
“The Honor Code represents UNC-Chapel Hill students' commitment to maintain an environment in which 
students respect one another and are able to attain their educational goals. As a student at Carolina, you are 
entering a community in which integrity matters--integrity in the work you submit, and integrity in the manner 
in which you treat your fellow Carolina community members.”  
  
I am committed to treating Honor Code violations seriously and urge all students to become familiar with its terms.  
If you have questions it is your responsibility to ask the professor about the Code’s application. All written work, 
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and other projects must be submitted with a signature that you have complied with the require elements of the 
Honor Code in all aspects of the submitted work. 
  
Contacting the professor: 
I encourage you to talk to me during office hours or set up an appointment via zoom.  I also encourage you to 
inform me beforehand, by email, if you are unable to attend class or fulfill an assignment rather than after the fact. 
  
Missing Class: 
Students are permitted to miss class for EXCUSABLE absences only. For details about what an excused absence 
is, see UNC-Chapel Hill’s attendance policy.  On the first day of class, each student starts with a 100% for 
participation.  Students are allowed one UNexcused absence without any questions from the instructor.  If a 
student has two UNexcused absences, their participation grade will be deducted by one letter grade (from an A to a 
B, for example). With each additional absence, a student’s participation grade will be deducted one letter grade per 
absence. I abide strictly by the university’s attendance policy, so please be familiar with it. 
  
Turning off all other applications on your computer and cell phone: 
To ensure engagement in this remote environment, please turn off all other devices when you are in class.  
  
Disability:  If you have a documented disability that may require assistance, you may need to contact the 
Academic Services office that houses the Academic Success Program for coordination in your academic 
accommodations. Please contact me to discuss any accommodations that may be required to satisfy your needs. 
  
Resources:   My purpose as a professor is to help you to excel in this learning environment.  Should you need 
further assistance beyond the help of the professor, please consult the following on-campus resources: 
  

1. The Writing Center:  https://writingcenter.unc.edu 
2. Academic Success Program (for students with learning disabilities (LD) and/or attention-

deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD): http://learningcenter.unc.edu/ldadhd-services/ 
3. Learning Center:  https://learningcenter.unc.edu/  
4. Counseling and Wellness Services:  http://campushealth.unc.edu 
5. Covid-19 Student Care Hub: https://keeplearning.unc.edu 

 
Community Standards: 
 
Although this class, including recitation and lab, are remote, in case you need to meet in person with the 
instructor, TAs, or group members, please adhere the the following community standards set by the 
university: 
 
This fall semester, while we are in the midst of a global pandemic, all enrolled students are required to wear 
a mask covering your mouth and nose at all times in our classroom. This requirement is to protect our 
educational community — your classmates and me – as we learn together. If you choose not to wear a mask, 
or wear it improperly, I will ask you to leave immediately, and I will submit a report to the Office of Student 
Conduct.  At that point you will be disenrolled from this course for the protection of our educational 
community. An exemption to the mask wearing community standard will not typically be considered to be a 
reasonable accommodation. Individuals with a disability or health condition that prevents them from safely 
 wearing a face mask must seek alternative accommodations through the Accessibility Resources and 
Service. For additional information, see Carolina Together. 
 
 
Grading: Graduate courses at UNC-CH offer the following grades: High Pass, Pass, Low Pass, and Fail.   
 
High Pass (H): To receive a high pass grade, you must excel in all areas of the course.  Assignments turned in meet 
and perhaps exceed expectations.  Your engagement and participation in the course enriches the learning 
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environment for all and you display high standards of professionalism as you engage with the professor and your 
classmates.  Good citizenship in the course, such as taking a leadership role, sharing your knowledge/skills with 
others, and collaborating well on group projects, will be factored into your grade. 
 
Pass (P): To receive a pass grade, you display a level of good level of proficiency in understanding the course 
materials and assignments.   
 
Low Pass (L): To receive a low pass grade, minimum standards for the course have been met.  There are limits to 
the number of L’s a student can receive in DCRP, so if you are on track to receiving an L, make sure to talk to the 
professor as soon as possible to see what can be done to improve your grade.  Do not wait until the end of semester 
when it may be too late to take corrective action. 
 
Fail (F): To receive an F grade, the minimum standards for the course have not been met. 
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CLASS SCHEDULE 
 

DATE DAY  TOPIC  
Week 1 
8/11 
 
 
 

T  Introduction, Course Overview, Remote Learning  
Urban Form at the turn of the 20th Century 

8/13  
 
 

TH  Racism and Urban Form 
 
  

Week 2 
8/18 

T Neoclassical Economics & Space 

8/20 TH Socio-Political Construction of Space 
Week 3  
8/25 

T Rational Comprehensive Planning 

8/27 TH  Racial Zoning and Racial Capitalism 
 

Week 4 
9/1 

T 1950-70s: White Flight and Suburbanization 
 

9/3 TH  1970s: Deindustrialization & Globalization 
 

Week 5 
9/8 

T  1980s: Concentrated Poverty and the “Welfare Queen” 
 
 

9/10  TH 1990s: The War on Drugs 
  

Week 6 
9/16  

T  2000s: The Housing Bubble and The Great Recession  
 

9/17 TH  Capitalists: Investors, Developers, Landlords, Firms 
 

Week 7 
9/22  

T  Consumers: homebuyers, renters, shoppers 
 

9/24  TH  The Public: NIMBY  
 

Week 8 
9/29  

T Planners 

10/1  TH  Planners continued 
 

Week 9 
10/6  

T Local Government 
 

10/8  TH  Local Government Continued 
Week 10 
10/13  

T Healthy Communities - Atticus Jaramillo Guest Lecture 
 

10/15 TH  International Models of Healthy Cities 
 

Week 11 
10/20 

T  Interrupting Capitalist Land Markets 

10/22  TH  Land Banks & Permanent Affordable Housing 

Week 12 T  The Law on our Side: Fair Housing Enforcement, Eviction Laws 



6 
 

10/27  Allan Parnell Guest Lecture  
10/29 TH  Differences in eviction laws in states (Southern states) 
Week 13 
11/3 

T Community Empowerment 

11/5 
 

TH  Participatory Budgeting  

Week 14 
11/10  

T  Reparations 
 

11/12  TH Planning Reparations 
 

Week 15 
11/17 

T  Wrapping up class 

Final Presentations will occur during final exams: Nov. 18,19,20,21,23, and 24. The University announces 
the final exam schedule later in the semester so the exact day and time is unknown at this point. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

RECITATION / LAB SCHEDULE 
 

DATE DAY  RECITATION  LAB  
8/14 F  No meeting Introduction to Recitation & Labs 

GIS Preparation 
8/21 F   Race: The Power of an Illusion Documentary-

Episode 1 “The Difference Between Us” 
Film Discussion & Introduction to GIS 

8/28 F   Understanding Census Data Obtaining Data 

9/4 F Race: The Power of an Illusion Documentary-
Episode 2 “The Story We Tell” 

Film Discussion  

9/11 F   The Wire GIS Terminology & QGIS 
9/18 F   The Big Short & Film Discussion 
9/25 F   Studio Time Data Visualization 
10/2 F StoryMap and Online GIS  with Philip 

McDaniel 
StoryMap and Story Boarding 

10/9 F   In the Shadows of Ferguson Film + Website (the StoryMaps) 
10/16 F   Infographics with Lorin Brueckner Studio Time 
10/23 F   Urban 3 with Joe Minicozzi and Josh McCarty  Studio Time 
10/30 F   Mapping with R with Kshitiz Visual Tools for StoryMap 

11/6 F   Holding ground: the Rebirth of Dudley Street Film Discussion 
11/13 F   Studio Time GIS Studio Time for final presentation 

 
Note: Recitation and/or lab content and schedule subject to change.  

Look for weekly reminders from TAs about locations/times and content.  
 
 

 


